ARKANSAS: Sharon Stanley Wyatt

Serving as Arkansas State Society U.S.D. State President has been a most rewarding experience.
Three years, February 2015- February 2018, has been filled with history, genealogy
breakthroughs, and amazing camaraderie.

In the year 2017 Arkansas lost seven members who chose to resign and have gained four
members by application. Arkansas has six applications at national awaiting approval; two of
which were submitted six months ago. At present time Arkansas membership is 134.

The National Society U.S.D. 1812 has many historical footprints in Arkansas including being
instrumental in preserving the Old State House Museum. This 1847 historic building, the oldest
standing state capitol building west of the Mississippi River, was facing demolition when in
1947 patriotic organizations including U.S.D. 1812 helped lobby the Arkansas General
Assembly to restore the former State House and turn it into a museum. U.S.D. 1812 initially
furnished a “period room” where the society met and conducted business. Today the furnishings
donated so many years ago, can be found beautifying the halls and stair landings of the lovely
old museum. This state president has created a pamphlet entitled “Old State House: A
Compilation of Agreements and Inventory Lists, Newspaper Articles, Minutes, Photographs” to
be entered into the Arkansas State Society U.S.D. 1812 archives.

Synopsis of some major achievements (not in order of importance):

- 17 JROTC; 4 ROTC — medals were personally presented at 21 school ceremonies
- Star Spangled Banner Day at Mt. Ida Elementary School; 3 proclamations obtained
- Provided refreshments and hostesses for 5 events honoring our VVeterans

- Attended 5 deployments of Arkansas National Guardsmen and provided goody bags
- Snowball Express departure and return home for Gold Star children

- Flag lines stood for 8 Veterans who were either buried with no family, MIA or active
duty

- Salute to Hospitalized Veterans: U.S.D. 1812 Sock Hop

- 3,000 Unknown Soldiers received Christmas Wreaths for Heroes at the Little Rock
National Cemetery

- $24,445.00 in cash and goods donated for Veterans

- Approximately 4,133 volunteer hours for Veterans, this includes 9 regular volunteers and
70 occasional volunteers volunteering on behalf of U.S.D. 1812

- 1,940 Flags given

Some individual achievements:

- Mary Ellen Laursen: Christmas Wreaths for Heroes and VAVS Volunteer of the 1°
quarter

- Janet Huckabee: Guardian on 2" Honor Flight

- Sheila Beatty named VAVS Chairman National

- Amber Friday Brown for recommending, promoting and establishing the first state
scholarship

- Linda Vandenberg White developing an official Arkansas pin



Ninety-nine percent of Arkansas members voted in the last National election and 124 of our 134
members fly the Flag of the United States of America on all holidays!

We have marked eleven graves this year designating the Veteran as a Veteran of the War of
1812: Robert T. Thrasher, Samuel Harrison Smith, George Marshall Head, Jesse McCain,
William Hamilton, Duncan Munn, William Wolverton, James Overton, Joseph Harding Lee,
Thomas Powers and Edward Elton McConnell. In addition for the celebration of the National
Society’s 125th and the visit of the President National, we re-dedicated the 100 year old War of
1812 Memorial Fountain located on the State Capitol grounds and added the name of Peter
Caulder, whose burial site is unknown, to the Fountain.

Along with the Arkansas 2017 council’s speaker Dr. Stephen Kneeshaw, Professor Emeritus
College of the Ozarks, presentation, “The War of 1812: So What?”, forty-two other historical
articles were printed in the state newsletter Arkansas Anchor & Star (32 were War of 1812
specific)

Twenty-nine historical programs were given by eighteen U.S.D. 1812 members including a
program entitled “The Writing of the Constitution”, presented to a DAR chapter by this state
president.

Eighty—five news articles were submitted to local newspapers consisting of 3,468.37 inches of
awesome publicity for our U.S.D. 1812 society! Twenty-nine members purchased $2,183.00
worth of insignia.

This state president is writing final report days before the Arkansas State U.S.D. 1812 104" State
Council. Condensing such a busy year into an acceptable format is not an easy task. Neither is
putting emotions into words as to the pleasure and fulfillment these three years have brought.
February 17, 2018 the Arkansas Council will meet again in historic Hot Springs, Arkansas. New
officers will be elected and installed Arkansas Society of the U.S.D. 1812 will continue to fulfill
the “Purposes of the National Society of the United States Daughters of 1812”.



