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It started about four years ago when the Baseline-Meridian Chapter members began purchasing 
artificial wreaths for placing on graves of Veterans we knew died with no family of record. Today 
the chapter has 139 wreaths that are being stored in the attics of Mary Ellen Laursen and Sheila 
Beatty.  They are maxed out and cannot store anymore. On Friday, December 11th, Valerie Hartnett, 
Mary Ellen Laursen, Frankie & John Ochsner and Sheila Beatty met at the Diamante Country Club 
to fluff and freshen the wreaths for placement on Saturday.  

 
Saturday Mary Ellen and Sheila, 
with both of our vehicles packed 
solid with wreaths, arrived at the 
cemetery in time for the ceremony. 
Meeting us there were members of 
DAR.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Susan Veal, Mary Ellen Laursen, 
Sheila Beatty, Kimberly Jones, Peggy 
Cara and Nancy Luehring.  
 
This year it was the largest crowd 
assembled (I estimate about 600 
people) for the ceremony and largest 
amount wreaths to place (around 
5,000) which made it possible to 
place on almost all of the 6,000 
graves. Wreaths were not place on 
graves with a Star of David.  Gold Star 
Families were present and placed 
their wreaths first. The weather held 
and was warm with no rain. 
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The wreaths are delivered by the Worcaster 
Wreath Company in Main. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the Ceremony six wreaths are placed for each branch of 
the service plus those missing in action/prisoner of war. A 
Patriot Guard Rider with a representative of the branch places 
the wreaths. 
 
 
 

 
 

Andrea Fisher holding her baby. Andrea will be assuming leadership of the WAA committee. 
It was standing room only.  

 



   
 

Girl Scout troop with Susan and Peggy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Delivering wreaths to sections that 

needed more 
 
 
 



Kimberly posing in a 
dignified manner. 

Kimberly always has a 
smile. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nancy reflecting with 

Kimberly in the 
background. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary Ellen 
with one of our 
Patriot Guard 
Riders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Beautiful! 

 



 
On a whim, after 
leaving the NLR 
cemetery, I went 
by the National 
Cemetery in Little 
Rock. I wanted to 
get pictures of the 
wreaths there. In 
stark contrast, 
this is what I saw. 
There were only 
six ceremonial 
wreaths placed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These are two of the 
many unknown 
soldiers buried 
there. The Little 
Rock National 
Cemetery is a 
United States 
National Cemetery. 
It encompasses 31.7 
acres (over half the 
size of Hot Springs 
Village), and has 
about 26,000  
interments.  
 

Next 
Project????? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sheila Beatty 
Editor 


