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May 30 2015  Special Pictorial Edition Thomas H. Flippin Grave Marking Arkansas

Sheila Beatty, Editor

The Thomas H. Flippin grave marking did not happen overnight. Descendant and Organizing
Registrar of the Thomas H. Flippin Chapter, took many trips from her home in Bella Vista to Flippin
(a 3 hour drive 1-way). Meetings with the Mayor and other townspeople, as well as readying the grave
site, was accomplished with obvious devotion. Arvetta is a nurse and works full time.
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Arvetta used flour to rub into the stone so that it could be read; the flour will not hurt the stone
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Back of stone reads: Here lies an honest intelligent patriotic Citizen
A kind parent and a practical Christian
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Once again the weather held as 45 people gathered to honor and dedicate the marker for Sgt. Thomas
H. Flippin held at the Flippin Cemetery in Flippin, AR held at 11:00 on May 30th. The meticulous
planning by the Chapter and descendant Arvetta Swift was apparent. It was attended by Flippin
descendants, citizens of the community, U.S.D. 1812 and Veterans even though 1 inch of rain was
forecasted.

Roller-Burns Funeral Home was very gracious and provided a canopy and sound system. Above, State
President Sharon Wyatt and Chapter President Patti Trudell go over last minute adjustments to the
program.
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Alley-White American Legion Post #52 of Mountain Home provided the Color Guard

The Cemetery was green and beautiful due to the recent rains; temperature could not have been better
either (mid 70s) with cloud cover
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President Sharon started the ceremony with a Welcome to All
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There were about 11 Flippin family members in attendance — the youngest being 11 years old
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Chapter Registrar Arvetta Swift read the biography of her ancestor Thomas H. Flippin and the letter to
the Chapter from Gov. Asa Hutchison
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Organizing Chapter President Patricia Trudell starts the dedication
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Arvetta unveils the marker and tombstone
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Bradley C. Boomsma, OIF Decorated War Veteran and Descendant of Thomas H. Flippin, presented a
15 Star Flag to Chapter President Patti as Amber looks on; Bradley is also the son of Arvetta Swift
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State President Sharon Wyatt presented Arvetta M. Cox Swift, E-2, U.S. Army Medic (Ret.) a
certificate and challenge coin given to her by National U.S.D. 1812 in recognition of her service to our
nation.

Also during the ceremony State President Sharon asked for all Veterans in attendance (about 20) to
raise their hands and be recognized. Daughters then presented each Veteran with a ribboned Flag
lapel pin and a Star Thank You Card.
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Thomas H. Flippin chapter members: Alice Tidwell, Arvetta Swift, Patti Trudell, Barbara Hart and
Amber Friday-Brown. (Alice and Barbara ensured everyone had signed the guest book),
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There were 8 U.S.D. 1812 Daughters in attendance: Alice Tidwell, Mary Jean Hall (Baseline-
Meridian), Arvetta Swift, Patti Trudell, Sharon Wyatt (Simon Bradford), Barbara Hart, Amber Friday-
Brown, and Sheila Beatty (Baseline-Meridian)

Arvetta and Mayor Marberry chat after the service
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Thomas H. Flippin family — members of this family have served in every U.S. war since the Revolution

Well done Thomas H. Flippin Chapter!!!
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