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Reception hosted by: 

        
 UDC      U.S.D. 1812      CDXVIIC 
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When contacted by the Karen Trevino of the North Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau 
regarding if we could possible assist in a reception December 7th at the Arkansas Inland Maritime 
Museum, I jumped at the opportunity knowing my sisters in UDC, U.S.D. 1812 and CDXVIIC would 
be honored to assist in baking and serving. 
 
Told by Karen we could probably expect maybe 150 people, I sent out the call for 20 dozen home-
baked finger desserts to the members of the three organizations. You ladies came through with 33 
dozen!  [And we needed all for the 500 who actually attended].  Although most of the ladies who 
volunteered to serve are members of all three organizations, for this event they represented the 
following: Mary Ellen Laursen and Frankie Ochsner, U.S.D. 1812; Kimberly Jones and Judy Coleman, 
CDXVIIC; Beth and Beverly Webb, UDC. Kay Tatum and Valerie Hartnett were present in their 
official capacity of Division/State Presidents for UDC and CDXVIIC.  As Honorary State President of 
U.S.D. 1812 I stood in for Sharon Wyatt who could not attend (some people still work).  Also in 
attendance to assist where needed were UDC members Jane Campbell and Gena Norris. 
 
Some of our ladies started arriving at the museum as early as 12:00 p.m. in order to ensure set-up by 
2:00.  Frankie Ochsner and Judy Coleman were in charge of the punch and can you believe that 
Frankie brought her grandmother’s antique punch bowl?  Valerie and Judy left, Mary Ellen and 

Frankie below. 

     
 

Beth Webb furnished sailor hats for each of us who were on 
“submarine” duty.  Left is Beverly Webb, twin sister of Beth Webb, on 
the right. We will keep the hats for next year. Thank you Beth! 
 
 
 
 
   
 
At 2:00 we went out to the parking lot and joined the approximately 
500 other attendee. Many received autographs and shook the hands of 
the three Arkansas Pearl Harbor survivors who attended and were 
honored on the platform.  Walter Smith, 97, Kay Matthews, 93, and 

William M. "Bill" Chase, 91 -- the honored guests at Monday's ceremony -- are among fewer than 
2,000 remaining survivors of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. 
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   Sheila, Valerie 
and Kay each thanked the three gentlemen on behalf of our organizations. 

  The other survivor present was the USS Hoga, a 
tugboat that fought battleship fires and pulled 
survivors from the waters at Pearl Harbor. Its 
presence was the reason the annual statewide 
commemoration was moved from the state Capitol 
grounds to the parking lot of North Little Rock's 
Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum to help tie the 
day's history together. Called the “Little Boat That 
Could;” the Hoga fought fires for 72 consecutive 
hours after the attack, including fires from the 
battleship USS Arizona, which sunk with 1,177 of its 
crew killed, 23 of those being from Arkansas, 
according to the website pearl-harbor.com. The 
Hoga also pushed the damaged USS Nevada away 

from the harbor entrance to prevent it from blocking the remainder of the U.S. fleet. Below, left, the 
Hoga at Pearl Harbor; right is Beverly in the foreground with the Hoga. 

 
Joining the three survivors on the platform were First Lady Susan Hutchison, Secretary of State Mark 
Martin and other dignitaries. We were treated to lively and patriotic music from the North Little Rock 
Community Concert Band. 
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Before the ribbon cutting and the end of the ceremony, we quickly went back inside to start serving 
and greeting. The table was beautiful.  
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Mary Ellen, left picture; Judy and Kimberly serving punch.  Notice the beautiful antique punch bowl. 
 

After most of the crowd went through, we took turns 
touring the Hoga. Our friend, Mark Taylor, Patriot Guard 
Riders, helped us cross over to the boat. The Museum now 
has two vessels that represent the beginning and the end 
of WWII.  The Hoga was at Pearl Harbor and the USS 
Razorback was at the surrender of Japan.  
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Valerie, Sheila, Kay, Will Rockefeller, Gena and Jane. 

 
We were invited back next year for the 75th.  It is projected the Hoga will be in “tip top” shape next 
year. I want to thank the following ladies and chapters for their contributions: 
 
Valerie Hartnett, Col. John Washington, CDXVIIC  punch, ice  CDXVIIC Pres 
Judy Coleman, Col. John Washington, CDXVIIC  punch, ice  server  
Kimberly Jones, Mary Place, CDXVIIC    cookies/dessert server 
Frankie Ochsner, Baseline-Meridian, U.S.D. 1812  punch, ice  server 
Mary Ellen Laursen, Baseline-Meridian, U.S.D. 1812  cookies/dessert server 
Sheila Beatty, Baseline-Meridian, U.S.D. 1812   cookies/dessert 1812HonPres 
Kay Tatum, Gen. T.J. Churchill, UDC    cookies/dessert UDC Pres 
Beverly Webb, Gen. T.J. Churchill, UDC    cookies/dessert server 
Beth Webb, Gen. T.J. Churchill, UDC   hats, cookies/dessert server 
Gena Norris, Gen. T.J. Churchill, UDC    cookies/dessert hostess 
Jane Campbell, Gen. T.J. Churchill, UDC   cookies/dessert hostess 
 
I want to thank the following for also providing cookies/desserts for the event: 
Mary Reid Warner U.S.D. 1812, Baseline-Meridian 
Pat Bertnolli  CDXVIIC, Col. John Washington 
Sally Johnson CDXVIIC, Col. John Washington 
Marcella Grimmett UDC, Gen. T.J. Churchill 
Diana Woolen UDC, Gen. T.J. Churchill 
Lois Clifton  UDC, Gen. T.J. Churchill 
Beverly Holloway UDC, Gen. T.J. Churchill 
 
You ladies rock! Total estimated cost for the event’s reception - $250.00 – all donated by you. 
 
Report Submitted by: 
Sheila Beatty 
- AR Division Daughters of the Confederacy Patriotic Activities Chair 
- AR State Society United States Daughters of 1812 VAVS Representative 
- AR State Society Colonial Dames 17th Century Community Outreach Chair 


